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KIM’S COMMENTARY
The Colorado that we love is in big trouble. I’ve talked with a number of people who have 
left Colorado. They are heart-broken that the Colorado of rugged individuals, carving out 
a life on the eastern plains, Rocky Mountains, or western slope, is disappearing. And why? 
Because of terrible public policy that this Colorado legislature and governor are foisting 
upon “We the People.” These are policies that tax us more, fee us more, regulate us more, 
and disrespect us more. The big broad middle of Coloradans; moderate Democrats, 
Republicans, Independents, Libertarians, and Conservatives are frustrated with bad roads, 
high taxes and fees, and regulations attempting to control every aspect of our lives.

The Colorado Union of Taxpayers (CUT) took positions on 178 of the 714 bills and 
resolutions that were proposed during the 2026 legislative session using the CUT pledge 
as our guide. CUT looks at each of these bills regarding how they a�ect the taxpayer (all of 
us), TABOR (Colorado’s Taxpayers Bill of Rights), property rights, and parental rights. Big 
themes continue such as: property rights, local control vs state control, the 2nd 
Amendment and our right to protect ourselves against bad actors, freedom of mobility, 
the continued assault upon reliable, e�cient, a�ordable, and abundant energy from oil, 
natural gas, and coal, parental rights, government subsidized housing, abortion, 
transgenderism, gutting TABOR (Colorado’s Taxpayers Bill of Rights), and more.

CUT continues to be concerned about the abundant use of the Safety Clause. The Safety 
Clause is to be used sparingly and only in the case of emergencies. Now it is added to bills 
to prevent “We the People” from reviewing and voting on legislation. 205 pieces of 
legislation included the Safety Clause in 2026. Additionally, the Gifts, Grants, and 
Donations clause (GGD) wording that is inserted into many bills is dangerous because 
interested parties can crony up to politicians and bureaucrats to fund their agendas using 
government force and taxpayers’ money. 63 bills included the Gifts, Grants, and Donations 
wording.

CUT is an amazing all-volunteer organization that works for you, the taxpayer of Colorado. 
Your membership and monetary support make this CUT Ratings Report possible. CUT is 
your short “CUT” to know what is happening at the Colorado State Legislature. Join us so 
that we can reclaim the Colorado that we love.

SENATE CHAMPIONS

Lynda Zamora Wilson  92%

Cha�ee, Custer, Douglas, Fremont,
Je�erson, Lake, Park, and Teller Counties

El Paso County
Mark Baisley 90%

HOUSE GUARDIANS

Brandi Bradley 85%
Douglas County

Ron Weinberg 86%
Larimer County

Ken DeGraaf 85%
El Paso County

Scott Bottoms 84%
El Paso County

Larry Suckla 84%
Delta, Dolores, Gunnison,

Hinsdale, Montezuma, Montrose,
Ouray, and San Miguel Counties

Rebecca Keltie 83%
El Paso County

Ava Flanell 81%
El Paso County

Cha�ee, Custer, Fremont, Pueblo,
and Teller Counties

Stephanie Luck 86%



HB26-1001 Housing Developments on Qualifying Properties
This bill requires local governments to allow residential development (including 
multi-story buildings) on qualifying properties owned by certain non-pro�t 
organizations, school districts, state colleges or universities, housing authorities, 
or a transit district or transportation authority. PASSED. House 40/24/1; Senate 
22/13. Sponsors: Reps. Boesenecker & Mabrey / Sens. Exum & Gonzales. 
Governor SIGNED. CUT Votes NO. This proposed legislation usurps the role and 
responsibility of local governments to control land use and property 
development. The Command & Control DNA of this legislature is insatiable. This 
bill usurps local control statewide to satisfy the utopian desires of a 
metro-centric legislature. And there is absolutely zero justi�cation for the Safety 
Clause here.

HB26-1005 Protection Collective Bargaining
This bill eliminates the requirement under the Labor Peace Act to conduct a 
second election to negotiate a union security agreement clause in the collective 
bargaining process. This bill increases the power of unions and lessens the 
power of those workers who do not want to join the union or pay dues even 
though they are non-members. It also makes it more di�cult for Colorado to 
become a right-to-work state like almost all our surrounding states which puts 
us at a competitive disadvantage for attracting employers. PASSED. House 
42/22/1; Senate 23-/12. Sponsors: Reps. Mabrey & Bacon / Sens. Danielson & 
Jodeh. Governor VETOES. CUT Votes NO. The bill seeks to strengthen the 
stranglehold that unions hold over Colorado currently. This is a very bad idea 
particularly when states with whom Colorado competes for new business 
surround us. And it also interjects itself into what should be a private contract 
between employees and employers. Wholly non-sensical use of the Safety 
Clause.

HB26-1014 Extend Colorado Job Growth Incentive Tax Credit
Under current law, the Colorado job growth incentive tax credit (credit) may 
only be allowed by the economic development commission (commission) 
through state income tax year 2026. The act amends the Colorado job growth 
incentive tax credit to authorize the commission to allow new credit awards 
through state income tax year 2034. The act also extends the commission's 
annual reporting requirement through September 1, 2042. PASSED. House 
53/8/4; Senate 32/2/1. Sponsors: Reps. Taggart & Boesenecker / Sens. Frizell & 
Ball. Governor SIGNED. CUT Votes NO. Perhaps well-intentioned however CUT 
objects to preferential treatment for some businesses and not for others. It is 
not the proper role of government to pick winners and losers. And we see scant 
evidence that the current law is e�ective.

HB26-1113 Concerning Modi�cations to Laws Regarding Elections, and in 
Connection therewithin making an Appropriation
The Bill modi�es the “Uniform Election Code of 1992” (code) and the “Colorado 
Open Records Act.” PASSED. House 42/22/1; Senate 23/12/0. Sponsors; Reps. 
Sirota & Willford / Sens. Wallace & Weissman. Governor SIGNED. CUT Votes NO. 
CUT is loudly against this bill as it is a sweeping omnibus election bill making 
dozens of changes to how our state conducts elections. This gigantic bill makes 
many harmful changes including: more time to turn in ballots, elimination of 
registered elector’s challenges to another voter’s eligibility, allowing election 
judges as young as 15 years old, lengthening ballot circulation between 18 and 
29 days. This bill weakens election transparency, reduces safeguards against 
improper voter registration, and centralizes more authority in state government 
without su�cient accountability. 

 Our primary concern is the bill’s repeal of the process allowing registered 
electors to challenge potentially illegal or fraudulent voter registrations. This 
removes an important public oversight mechanism that helped maintain 
con�dence in voter rolls and election integrity. Combining many unrelated 
election modi�cations into a single measure limits public scrutiny and 
legislative debate on each individual issue. This bill expands eligibility and 
identi�cation accommodations without equally strengthening veri�cation 
standards. Any loosening of election procedures should be paired with stronger 
auditing and transparency requirements to preserve con�dence in election 
outcomes.

HB26-1126 Concerning Requirements For Dealing Firearms
This bill adds new procedures and requirements for �rearms dealers under the 
state permitting program in the Department of Revenue. Virtually all regulatory 
aspects of this bill are already regulated by the Federal government. These new 
rules are designed to do only one thing, run �rearms shops out of business. This 
bill imposes more expensive requirements for intrusion detection and 
prevention plus a horrendous $100,000 penalty for violation of rules. The 
practical outcome of this bill will be much higher prices for �rearms, needless 
duplication of already voluminous paperwork, and perverse
incentives for the rise of black market in �rearms. PASSED. House: 34/28/3; 
Senate: 20/15/0. Sponsors: Reps. Sirota & Woodrow / Sen. Kipp. Governor 
SIGNED. CUT Votes NO. Fiscal Note states that there have been zero convictions 
for such o�enses. The �rearms shops have complied with all rules. This bill's only 
real purpose is to create every conceivable obstacle for those Coloradans who 
wish to exercise their 2nd Amendment rights under the US Constitution.

HB26-1138 Retail Theft Prevention Program
This bill creates a retail theft prevention advisory board in the O�ce of the 
Attorney General to develop grant procedures, review and award grants, 
analyze data on organized felony-level retail theft and gift card fraud, and make 
policy recommendations. The grants could be applied for by law enforcement 
agencies, DA o�ces, task forces, or tribal agencies to investigate and prosecute 
organized felony retail theft ($2000 or more) and gift card fraud, invest in 
tech/analytics, and provide training and develop prevention initiatives. PASSED. 
House 50/14/1; Senate 32/3/0. Sponsors: Reps. Woog & Espenoza / Sens. 
Rodriguez & Kirkmeyer. CUT Votes NO. While theft is a huge problem in 
Colorado, it was not always so. The legislature has relaxed penalties while 
increasing liability on merchants, municipalities are not enforcing laws, and 
attorneys general are not prosecuting crimes. Colorado does not need another 
board doling out money for grants and research. We need elected 
representatives to protect the private property rights of all individuals.

HB26-1178 Expenditures in Excess of Appropriations 
The bill authorizes over-expenditures due to lapses in federal funding that the 
Joint Budget Committee determines are likely to occur when the General 
Assembly is not in session. This bill changes language from “MAY" allow state 
controller to "PERMITS" state controller to authorize over expenditures due to 
lapses in federal funding. PASSED. House 44/19/2; Senate: 32/1/1. Governor 
SIGNED. Sponsors: Reps. Brown & Sirota / Sens. Amabile & Kirkmeyer. CUT Votes 
NO. No examples or data were provided regarding the amount of money the 
state controller has allocated previously. This bill violates the state constitution 
in both Section 4 of the Schedule and Article V which vest legislative power in 
only the general assembly. State spending determinations are required to be 
deliberated and decided by the legislature not by administrative �at. Use of the 
safety clause is unjusti�ed and inappropriate.

KEY BILL SUMMARIES
Colorado Union of Taxpayers Rates the 2026 Legislature

2 CUT   •   PO Box 630425   •   Littleton, CO 80163-0425   •   www.coloradotaxpayer.org



HB26-1230 Extend Conservation Easement Tax Credit
This bill would extend income tax credits through January 1, 2037, to each 
taxpayer who donates during a taxable year all or part of the value of a 
perpetual conservation easement upon real property the taxpayer owns to an 
authorized governmental entity or charitable organization. The amount of tax 
credits issued shall not exceed �fty million dollars for years 2025-2036. PASSED. 
House 58/7/0; Senate 34/1/0. Sponsors: Reps. M Martinez & Velasco / Sens. D. 
Roberts & Kirkmeyer. Governor SIGNED. CUT Votes NO. Landowners no longer 
control their property once their land is in a conservation easement. Colorado 
already has 3,500,000 acres in conservation acres from Colorado families. This 
income tax credit will require the addition of six full-time government 
employees and at a loss of $24-40 million in tax revenue per year. One must ask 
why this state legislature is o�ering income tax credits if landowners donate 
their conservation easements to the government or authorized NGOs, 
particularly during a time when this legislature is complaining that they need 
more revenue? The bill a�ects income tax revenue and fee revenue subject to 
TABOR (Colorado’s Taxpayers Bill of Rights). However, per the �scal note, a 
forecast of state revenue subject to TABOR is not available beyond 2027-28. 
Curious. Additionally, the legislation includes the overuse of the Safety Clause. 
Income tax credits are not a threat to the safety and well-being of Coloradans. 
Instead of picking winners and losers using income tax credits, lower income 
taxes across the board for all Coloradans. That is the fair and equitable thing to 
do.

HB26-1250 Procedures Related to Civil Asset Forfeiture
This Act concerns procedures relating to State actions resulting in the 
relinquishment of private property, and makes an appropriation, therefore. 
PASSED. House 64/1/0; Senate 33/2/0. Sponsors: Reps. Bacon & Bright / DeGraaf 
& Wallace. Governor SIGNED. CUT Votes YES. Protections of property rights, and 
protections from violations of the Constitution's 4th, 5th, and 6th Amendments 
are welcome indeed, as governments should be barred henceforth from seizing 
private property on suspicion alone. The previous inversion of 'guilty until 
proven innocent' regarding property, was long overdue to be rejected.

HB26-1269 Transit Access
This bill mandates that RTD and its services implement measures to improve 
transit access for all riders. This includes o�ering low-income fare discount 
programs, “partner pass programs” which provide free, six-month transit passes 
to the homeless, and alternative restroom access on routes over three hours if 
on board facilities are out of service. PASSED. House 42/22/1 / Senate 23/11/1. 
Sponsors; Reps. Ricks & Joseph; Sens. Marchman & Benavidez. Governor 
SIGNED. CUT Votes NO. CUT unanimously voted no on this bill. RTD is already 
highly subsidized with only 5% supported by fares. Bathrooms at every stop 
and free passes will turn stations into homeless camps and increase homeless 
day camping on public transportation. CUT’s opinion is that regular ridership 
will decrease and that taxpayers will be funding this forever.

HB26-1276 Protect Safety of Individuals Who Are Immigrants
The bill focuses on enhancing protections and oversight for immigrants, 
particularly regarding interactions with federal immigration enforcement. Main 
elements include Law Enforcement Reporting: Requires law enforcement 
agencies involved in multijurisdictional task forces to report activities to the 
Division of Criminal Justice for annual reports to the legislature. Intentional 
non-compliance carries civil penalties. Personal Information Protections: 
Extends civil penalties to state agencies/political subdivisions (not just 
employees) for intentional violations related to handling personal identifying 
information. Requires noti�cation to a�ected individuals if subpoenas from 
federal immigration authorities are ful�lled. 
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  Subpoena Transparency: State agencies or subdivisions served with unsealed 
federal immigration subpoenas must send redacted copies to the Department 
of Public Safety for public upload to its website. Transportation Restrictions: 
Prohibits governmental entities and airports from assisting federal immigration 
authorities in transporting detained individuals. Violations incur civil penalties. 
Detention Facility Oversight: Expands public health agency authority to inspect 
facilities housing or detaining noncitizens for civil immigration purposes 
(including frequency and scope of inspections). Facilities refusing inspections or 
failing health/safety standards face license revocation or civil penalties. The 
Department of Public Health and Environment can set inspection fees and 
require compliance measures like environmental studies. Annual compliance 
reports go to the Attorney General. Training and Policy: Requires the P.O.S.T. 
board to set training standards for peace o�cers on civil immigration detainers 
and directs the Attorney General to develop a public policy on protecting 
personal identifying information. Passed. House 42/21/2; Senate 23/12/0. 
Sponsors: Reps. Velasco & Garcia / Sens. Jodeh & Weissman. Governor SIGNED 
CUT Votes NO. This bill represents blatant state interference in enforcement of 
federal immigration law. Additionally, it proposes to use taxpayer money to 
oppose the federal government from carrying out its Constitutional duties. It is 
an e�ort to prevent illegal aliens from being prosecuted or deported. There is 
also concern that it incites disobedience against federal law. Adding the Safety 
Clause is a blatant a�ront to the Colorado voters so that they cannot appeal this 
law if they choose to support the federal government’s e�orts to deport 
criminal illegal aliens and protect United States citizens. Lastly, it acknowledges 
there is current litigation surrounding this very same issue.

HB26-1289 Modi�cation of Certain Tax Expenditures
This is a huge omnibus bill that has a total of 39 sections and is 75 pages long. 
This bill modi�es various state tax expenditures, primarily e�ective for income 
tax years beginning on or after January 1, 2027, by adjusting tax credits, 
deductions, and exemptions. The bill also allows for a "water's-edge" combined 
�ling election for a�liated corporate groups, repeals the state corporate income 
tax deduction for wages not deductible federally under section 280C of the 
Internal Revenue Code, and eliminates the deduction for certain income from 
controlled foreign corporations intended for tax avoidance. Several tax credits, 
including those for innovative motor vehicles, heat pump technology, and 
electric bicycles, will no longer be reduced based on economic forecasts, and 
the innovative motor vehicle credit amounts are increased for certain vehicles. 
New tax credits are introduced for quali�ed industrial facilities and geothermal 
energy projects, with speci�c limitations and a total cap for geothermal 
projects. The sustainable aviation fuel (SAF) production facility tax credit is 
repealed, but a new SAF purchase tax credit is established with a per-gallon 
credit based on carbon intensity reduction, subject to an annual cap. The sales 
and use tax exemption for precious metal bullion and coins, and for property 
used in space �ight, are repealed. Allowances for losses in transit and for 
collecting fuel excise taxes are reduced, and various vendor allowances for 
collecting cigarette, tobacco, and nicotine product taxes are repealed. A 14-year 
carryover is added for the renewable energy investment tax credit, while the 
enterprise zone commercial vehicle tax credit is eliminated. Finally, grants for 
real property tax and heat/fuel expenses assistance are ended, and conforming 
amendments are made throughout the statutes. PASSED. House: 37/25/3; 
Senate: 22/13/0. Sponsors: Reps. L. Garcia & Brown / Sen. Mike Weissman. 
Governor SIGNED. CUT Votes NO. The CUT board is unanimously opposed to 
this omnibus legislation. It violates the single-topic principle many times over. 
This legislation is enormous and overly complex, not clear and transparent, but 
opaque and obscure. It has several tax increases (by denying deductions) and 
tax credit changes. State tax reporting traditionally was based on federal 
reporting for purposes of simplifying state tax reporting.

(Continued on page 8)
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Senate Scores: Friend or Foe?
Highest to Lowest - Who is representing the best interests of taxpayers? Here’s what Members of Colorado’s Senate earned on CUT’s 2025 Ratings Scorecard: 
Senate Republicans Total Votes CUT Score % District Hometown

Senate Democrats Total Votes CUT Score % District Hometown

Average 67.28%

Average 17.83%

Overall Senate Score 34.79%

House Scores: Friend or Foe?
Highest to Lowest - Who is representing the best interests of taxpayers? Every Coloradan is a taxpayer. Here’s what Members of Colorado’s House earned on 
CUT’s 2025 Ratings Scorecard:

Governor’s Score 23.33%

Zamora Wilson, Lynda
Baisley, Mark
Carson, John
Liston, Larry
Rich, Janice
Pelton, Rod
Pelton, Byron
Simpson, Cleave
Frizell, Lisa
Bright, Scott
Catlin, Marc
Kirkmeyer, Barbara

122
123
117
121
118
123
129
124
124
122
121
119

91.8
89.8
70.1
68.2
67.4
67.1
61.6
60.9
59.7
59.0
58.3
53.4

9
4
30
10
7
35
1
6
2
13
5
23

Colorado Springs
Sedalia

Highlands Ranch
Colorado Springs
Grand Junction
Cheyenne Wells

Sterling
Alamosa

Castle Rock
Greeley

Montrose
Brighton

Roberts, Dylan
Marchman, Janice
Snyder, Marc
Benavides, Adrienne
Kolker, Chris
Mullica, Kyle
Hinrichsen, Nick
Kipp, Cathy
Gonzales, Julie
Lindstedt, William
Ball, Matt
Bridges, Je�
Danielson, Jessie
Daugherty, Lindsey
Rodriguez, Robert
Exum, Tony
Sullivan, Tom
Wallace, Katie
Jodeh, Iman
Amabile, Judy
Weissman, Mike
Coleman, James
Cutter, Lisa

119
125
125
112
128
128
119
126
121
128
120
120
115
118
115
121
126
126
116
119
118
113
120

23.5
23.2
21.6
21.4
21.1
21.1
21.0
19.8
18.6
17.6
17.5
17.5
17.0
16.5
16.5
16.1
15.9
15.1
14.7
14.3
13.6
13.3
13.3

8
15
12
21
16
24
3
14
34
25
31
26
22
19
32
11
27
17
29
18
28
33
20

Eagle
Loveland

Colorado Springs
Commerce City

Centennial
Northglenn

Pueblo
Fort Collins

Denver
Broom�eld

Denver
Greenwood Village

Wheat Ridge
Arvada
Denver

Colorado Springs
Centennial
Longmont

Aurora
Estes Park

Aurora
Denver

Evergreen

Governor Jared Polis and his political handlers attempt to paint him as a Libertarian. However, when researching his policies we �nd a politician in�uenced by radical 
activists focused on the agendas of special interests. This has resulted in overspending, over taxing, over legislating, and overregulating the everyday citizens of Colorado.

House Republicans Total Votes CUT Score % District Hometown
Luck, Stephanie
Weinberg, Ron
Bradley, Brandi
Degraaf, Ken
Bottoms, Scott
Suckla, Larry
Keltie, Rebecca
Flanell, Ava

135
131
137
130
133
133
131
126

85.9
85.5
84.7
84.6
83.5
83.5
83.2
80.6

60
51
39
22
15
58
16
14

Penrose
Loveland
Lone Tree

Colorado Springs
Colorado Springs

Montrose
Colorado Springs
Colorado Springs



CUT   •   PO Box 630425   •   Littleton, CO 80163-0425   •   www.coloradotaxpayer.org 5

Colorado Union of Taxpayers Rates the 2026 Legislature

Average 76.50%

Average 15.85%

Overall House Score 23.43%

House Republicans Total Votes CUT Score % District Hometown

House Democrats Total Votes CUT Score % District Hometown

Johnson, Dusty
Richardson, Chris
Slaugh, Scott
Brooks, Max
Woog, Dan
Garcia, Sander, Lori
Barron, Carlos
Hartsook, Anthony
Winter, Ty
Soper, Matt
Brad�eld, Mary
Caldwell, Jarvis
Gonzalez, Ryan
Taggart, Rick

130
129
132
136
134
125
129
127
126
126
125
120
132
121

78.5
78.3
77.3
77.2
76.5
74.0
72.1
70.9
69.8
69.0
68.4
64.6
63.3
50.4

63
56
64
45
19
65
48
44
47
54
21
20
50
55

Fort Morgan
Elizabeth
Berthoud

Castle Rock
Frederick

Eaton
Fort Lupton

Parker
Penrose

Delta
Colorado Springs
Colorado Springs

Greeley
Grand Junction

130
140
126
130
131
128
135
130
125
126
125
125
125
133
133
135
126
130
127
141
132
126
125
136
141
128
125
119
141
121
142
134
125
128
119
127
14
130
132
128
121
142
126

34.6
23.2
20.6
19.6
19.5
19.5
19.3
19.2
19.2
17.9
17.4
17.2
16.8
16.2
15.8
15.6
15.5
15.4
15.3
15.2
15.2
15.1
14.8
14.7
14.5
14.4
14.4
14.3
14.2
14.1
14.1
13.8
13.6
13.3
12.6
12.6
12.3
12.3
12.1
12.1
11.6
11.3
11.1

43
24
28
6
29
5
40
59
25
46
30
17
26
41
18
57
32
11
1
36
49
7
61
52
4
10
62
23
37
9
34
35
38
53
13
31
3
27
42
2
12
33
8

Marshall, Bob
Feret, Lisa
Lieder, Sheila
Camacho, Sean
Goldstein, Lori
Valdez, Alex
Ricks, Naquetta
Stewart, Katie
Story, Tammy
Mauro, Tisha
Stewart, Rebekah
English, Regina
Lukens, Meghan
Jackson, Jamie
Paschal, Amy
Velasco, Elizabeth
Rutinel, Manny
McCormick, Karen
Mabrey, Javier
Carter, Michael
Smith, Lesley
Bacon, Jennifer
Hamrick, Eliza
Zokaie, Yara
Espenoza, Cecelia
Joseph, Junie
Martinez, Matthew
Duran, Monica
Cli�ord, Chad
Sirota, Emily
Willford, Jenny
García, Lorena
Rydin, Gretchen
Boesenecker, Andy
McCluskie, Julie
Phillips, Jacque
Froelich, Meg
Titone, Brianna
Lindsay, Mandy
Woodrow, Steven
Brown, Kyle
Nguyen, Kenny
Gilchrist, Lindsey

Highlands Ranch
Arvada

Littleton
Denver

Westminister
Denver
Aurora

Durango
Evergreen

Pueblo
Lakewood

Colorado Springs
Eagle

Aurora
Colorado Springs

Glenwood Springs
Commerce City

Hygiene
Denver
Aurora

Boulder
Denver

Centennial
Fort Collins

Denver
Boulder
Alamosa

Wheat Ridge
Centennial

Denver
Northglenn

Westminister
Littleton

Fort Collins
Dillon

Thornton
Greenwood Village

Golden
Aurora
Denver

Louisville
Boulder
Denver
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 But this bill goes backwards, complicating tax reporting by requiring add-backs 
to grab federal tax relief for overtime and tips giving citizens a 
double-whammy. One member of the board referred to this bill as “An Octopus 
Bill” - reaching into the pockets of every taxpayer. Inclusion of the Safety Clause 
shows how desperately paranoid the sponsors are to obstruct opposition from 
the citizens.

HB26-1313 Adjust Requirements Statewide A�ordable Housing Fund
This bill modi�es the requirements for Local and Tribal governments to receive 
money from a State Fund by creating numerous incentives for which those 
governments must dance, and for which contractors might bene�t. PASSED. 
House 47/18/0; Senate 33/2/0. Sponsors: Reps. Boesenecker & R. Stewart / Sens. 
Ball & L. Frizell. Governor SIGNED. CUT Votes NO. Might this be another version 
of an 'unfunded mandate'? Is it proper, much less possible, for the State 
Government to attempt to make 'housing' supposedly more a�ordable for 
some favored groups by making it less a�ordable for most others, through 
e�ective and unwanted income transfers? Should government be in the 
'property development' business at all? Should additional 'funds' be created, 
given the Legislature's propensity to subsequently raid them? Wouldn't the 
complexity of this poorly written bill lend itself to squabbling and possible 
abuse at the local levels? And, why have Colorado voters been excluded from 
their input on this 'piece of work' by the attachment of the Safety Clause?

HB26-1322 Civil Action for Conversion Therapy Survivors
This bill creates a civil cause of action for individuals, or their estate if deceased, 
who su�ered injury or harm from “sexual orientation or gender identity change 
e�orts,” commonly called “conversion therapy.”  It targets licensed mental health 
professionals, their supervisors, and those who hired the professional. This bill 
has no statute of limitations, allows for economic and punitive damages, and 
makes it easier for plainti� to prove in court that conversion therapy directly 
caused their injury or harm. PASSED. House 41/23/; Senate 23/12/0. Sponsors: 
Reps. Valdez & McCormick / Sens. Cutter & Mullica. Governor SIGNED. CUT 
Votes NO. Cut unanimously voted NO on this bill. It would intimidate any 
counseling that does not adhere to the “woke” progressive narrative and will 
have a chilling e�ect on freedom of speech. The ability of a deceased 
individual’s estate to sue, combined with no statute of limitations makes this bill 
a “cash cow” for the trial lawyers association.

HB26-1326 Sunset Public Utilities Commission
This bill continues the public utilities commission, and, in connection therewith 
implementing recommendations in the 2025 sunset report by the department 
of regulatory agencies and making an appropriation. PASSED. House 43/22/0; 
Senate 25/10/0. Sponsors: Reps. Duran & Willford / Sens. Rodriquez & Cutter. 
Governor SIGNED. CUT Votes NO. This 48-page behemoth of a bill gives PBIs 
(Politicians, Bureaucrats, & Interested Parties) more control over our lives which 
results in less freedom to pursue our hopes and dreams. It continues this 
unelected, unaccountable commission until 9/1/2033. Instead of advocating for 
reliable, e�cient, a�ordable, and abundant energy sources for all individuals, it 
is focused on environmental justice. The bill states that by 2030 Colorado’s 
“cooperative electric association will achieve at least an eighty-percent 
reduction in greenhouse gas emissions caused by the entity’s Colorado 
electricity sales relative to 2005 levels…” In 2005 Colorado’s population was 
approximately 4.66 million people. In 2026, Colorado’s population is 
approximately 6.01 million. This does not compute. An 80% reduction in 
reliable, a�ordable, abundant, and e�cient energy sources such as oil, natural 
gas, and coal, while increasing the population by 29% (although because of 
terrible public policy people are exiting the state) is not possible if we are to 
maintain our quality of life. 

Additionally, the bill gives more power to the unelected and unaccountable 
commission to regulate and charge fees to transportation networks, rail 
networks, no-call list networks, prisoners communications services, gas pipeline 
rules, and water providers.

HB26-1351 Healthy School Meals for All State Education Fund
This Bill purports to initially use State Education Fund money to fund the 
'Healthy School Meals for All' Program. PASSED. House 52/8/5; Senate 33/2/0. 
Sponsors: Reps. Brown & Sirota / Sens. Amabile & Bridges. Governor SIGNED. 
CUT Votes NO. This is a �scal 'shell game' where $31+million is immediately 
raided from the too-good-to-be-true 'Healthy School Meals for All Cash Fund' to 
prop up the 'State Education Fund' in this �scal year; with the promise that the 
former will be reimbursed in two subsequent years by money from the latter? 
To add insult to injury, the previous reporting requirement of 'where the money 
goes' has been eliminated, and its sponsors have blocked any attempt to 
correct this subterfuge via a voter Referendum by their attachment to it of the 
malodorous Safety Clause.

HB26-1407 State Money Used to Re�nance American Rescue Plan Money
The act requires the state treasurer to make the following transfers to the 
general fund on June 30, 2026: $27,905,384 from the re�nance discretionary 
account in the ARPA re�nance state money cash fund; $4,085,246.49 from the 
revenue loss restoration cash fund; $1,974,702.20 from the economic recovery 
and relief cash fund; $1,005,850.24 from the behavioral and mental health cash 
fund; and $750,190.06 from the state highway fund. Passed. House 43/16; 
Senate 33/2/0. Sponsors: Reps. Brown & Taggart / Sens. Amabile & Kirkmeyer. 
CUT Votes NO. On June 30, 2026, this bill transfers about $35.7 million to the 
General Fund from several funds used to hold federal coronavirus recovery 
money and from funds related to behavioral and mental health, and the state 
highway fund. The bill also gives the Colorado Department of Human Services 
(CDHS) spending authority through the end of FY 2026-27 for capital 
construction costs related to the youth neuro-psych facility at the Colorado 
Mental Health Hospital in Fort Logan. A portion of this bill has to do with 
moving federal COVID money that must be spent this year from the federally 
intended programs to the General Fund to cover state budget de�cits – 
certainly, a questionable action. This bill also takes money from the State 
Highway Fund to cover other state programs – a move voters and taxpayers 
would likely not appreciate! The Legislature must make cuts in programs and 
costs permanently to meet its budget – not play money shu�e games.

HB26-1410 2026-2027 Long Bill
Concerning the provision for payment of expenses of the executive, legislative, 
and judicial departments of the state of Colorado, and of its agencies and 
institutions, for and during the �scal year beginning July 1, 2026. PASSED. House 
40/21/4; Senate 23/11/1. Sponsors: Rep. Sirota / Sen. Bridges. Governor SIGNED. 
CUT Votes NO. This budget exceeds last year by $1.7 billion. For many years 
now the Legislature has had a SPENDING problem; yet, in passing this $46.8 
BILLION budget bill they still refuse to reduce spending. Instead, their methods 
to handle a $1.5 billion budget de�cit are to steal from cash funds, shift dollars 
around among departments, and claim a balanced budget (required by 
Colorado Constitution) on a single day. After that, look out! The spending 
increases will continue while Colorado taxpayers are once again bilked. Large
increases to Health Care Policy and Financing, mostly Medicaid, while article 
after article reports uncovering millions in Medicaid fraud. HHS O�ce of 
Inspector General uncovered $77.8 million in Improper Fee-for-Service 
Medicaid Payments for Applied Behavior Analysis Provided to Children and 
potentially $207.4 million. Just the tip of the iceberg. 
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Seven options to impact TABOR reducing taxpayer refunds by $110.7 million. 
Legislators’ disdain for the Taxpayer Bill of Rights (TABOR) is ever present in 
almost all actions of Colorado’s one-party governance. Colorado roads continue 
to decay while every special interest group gets a handout. When will Colorado 
taxpayers start getting the services they pay for?

HB26-1412 Concerning the Department of Health Care Policy and 
Financing Statistical Sampling and Extrapolation
This bill authorizes the Department of Health Care Policy and Finance to use 
statistical sampling and extrapolation to recover overpayments to providers for 
certain Medicaid services (non-emergency medical transportation and pediatric 
behavioral therapy). Given concerns about rapid spending growth and 
potential fraud, waste and abuse, this bill is appropriate especially now and 
could be a �rst step to prevent a major corruption scandal in Colorado that we 
are seeing in other states. This method aligns with federal practices. PASSED. 
House: 63/0/2; Senate: 33/0/2. Sponsors: Reps. Sirota and Taggert / Sens. Bridges 
and Kirkmeyer. Governor Signed. CUT Votes YES. CUT supports this e�ort and 
believes spending $500 to recover an estimated $36 million is money well 
worth spent. Audits and expenditures are standard operating procedures in 
business and should be used by government. There were concerns regarding 
the use of the Safety Clause.

HB26-1418 Online Add-on Transaction Fee Youth Service Enterprise
This bill creates the Youth Mental Health Services Access Enterprise and creates 
a fee on certain online gaming transactions to fund the enterprise’s services. 
PASSED. House 38/26/1; Senate 18/17/0. Sponsors: Reps. Zokaie & Camacho / 
Sens. Amabile & Roberts. Governor VETOED. CUT Votes NO. Many online games 
are produced by overseas companies that will ignore Colorado fees. Will 
Colorado block services from the companies that do not pay? It is up to parents, 
not the state government, to oversee their children’s use of the internet. While 
PBIs (Politicians, Bureaucrats, and Interested Parties) talk about “a�ordability,” 
adding additional gaming fees onto youth’s recreational choices makes those 
choices less a�ordable. The governor was right to veto this bill. Thank you! 

HB26-1419 Over-Refund of Excess State Revenues
The bill concerns the over-refund amount for state �scal year 2024-25 of state 
revenues in excess of the state �scal year spending limit under section 20 of 
Article X of the State Constitution (TABOR). PASSED. House: 41/23/1; Senate: 
20/15/0. Sponsors: Reps. Sirota & Brown; Sens. Amabile & Bridges. Governor 
SIGNED. CUT Votes NO. Tax reductions resulting from OBBB (One Big Beautiful 
Bill) would have been bene�cial to taxpayers so that they have more dollars to 
save, invest, and spend. Those funds would have been bene�cial to the entire 
state economy through increased consumer spending. Clawing back the 
constitutionally mandated refund negates these bene�ts. This is an 
'Ex-post-facto' style tax increase. Revenue decreases that result from reduction 
of federal tax under OBBB is problematic only because of reckless overspending 
by this legislature. There is no "over-refund." The actual return of taxpayer's 
money is determined mathematically and not subject to terminology applied. 
Withholding tax refunds is not permissible except by approval of a voter 
referendum under Article X, Section 20 of the state constitution (TABOR).

HB-1430 Transportation Funding Adjustments
The sole purpose of this bill is to cancel out the citizen initiative to �nally fund 
�xing our roads. With a lot of verbiage it basically sets up “Support Road 
Transportation Fund” to receive revenue dedicated to transportation by the 
proposed initiative. PASSED. House 42/22/1; Senate 22/13/0. Sponsors: Reps. 
Boesenecker & Sirota / Sens. Lindstedt & Amabile.) Governor SIGNED. CUT Votes 
NO. This is one of the most egregious bills this Session. 

9

Ignoring the votes of citizens to �x the “damn” roads, the Legislature will steal 
the funds and put them toward RTD, expensive rail development, and other pet 
programs. Anything but �xing the decaying roads. They hate citizens’ right to 
private travel. The most egregious part of this bill and the Legislature’s action is 
that it was pushed through with late bill status which enabled rushing the 
passage. Introduced May 1, hearing scheduled May 5, sent to Appropriations 
May 6 with the session ending May 13. No time for citizens to react. And to top 
that, they want it enshrined in the Constitution! Remember this in November 
and vote for candidates who care about Colorado citizens!

SB26-001 Workforce Housing & Housing Tax Credit
This bill expands the authority of county and municipal governments to sell 
public buildings or real property if the sale is for the development of a�ordable 
housing, or for housing that has been identi�ed in the county’s housing needs 
assessment. The act allows a board of county commissioners to use ad valorem 
tax revenue (e.g., property tax) for housing authorities, housing programs, and 
workforce housing. The bill further gives the county power to distribute tax 
incentives to people who have no �nancial interest in the housing. PASSED. 
Senate 28/6/1; House 53/10/2. Sponsors Sens. Roberts & Bridges / Reps. 
Boesenecker & Richardson. Governor SIGNED. CUT Votes NO. CUT objects to 
the use of our property taxes to fund property development for others. The 
resulting development will likely pay no, or reduced, property tax thereby
increasing the burden on other taxpayers. The authorization to give away tax 
incentives provides an opportunity for unethical pay-outs. Government should 
not be in the housing business!

SB26-004 Concerning Who May Petition a Court For An Extreme Risk 
Protection Order
This bill disregards the property rights of an owner of �rearms and empowers 
authorities to con�scate �rearms with no due process and sometimes with no 
noti�cation to the accused. PASSED. Senate: 20/13/2; House: 39/24/2. Sponsors: 
Sens. Gonzales and Sullivan / Reps. Froelich and Willford. Governor SIGNED. CUT 
Votes NO. This Bill's blatant disregard of the protections a�orded to Americans 
under the Second Amendment to the Constitution of the United States will 
most likely lead to prolonged litigation in the Federal Courts and represents an 
arrogant violation of the Oath of O�ce by the majority of Colorado legislators. 

SB26-005 Rights Violation in Immigration Enforcement Remedy
This act creates a statutory cause of action for a person who has their federal 
constitutional rights violated by another person who, acting under color of law, 
is participating in civil immigration enforcement. A person who violates the 
United States constitution while participating in civil immigration enforcement 
and whose conduct was the proximate cause of violating another person's 
constitutional rights is liable to the person whose rights are violated for legal or 
equitable relief or any other appropriate relief. The action must commence 
within 2 years after the cause of action accrues. PASSED. Senate 23/11/1; House 
41/22/2. Sponsors: Sens. Weissman & Gonzales / Rep. Mabrey & Zokaie, 
Governor vetoes. CUT Votes NO. This bill establishes a new legal pathway in 
Colorado for individuals who are harmed during civil immigration enforcement 
actions if their rights are violated. This is a law designed to punish federal law 
enforcement and enrich trial lawyers. This will have the e�ect of incentivizing 
protesters to physically interfere with enforcement e�orts. Enforcement o�cers 
may feel trapped and not want to jeopardize their careers which could restrict 
their e�orts of enforcement or they may choose to leave the profession 
altogether. This will have the e�ect of reducing immigration enforcement, 
thereby placing the public at greater risk. Government's proper role is 
protection of rights. This bill threatens citizens’ rights of life and property. 
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SB26-135 State Public K-12 Education Funding
Conditional on voter approval in the 2026 fall election, the bill allows the state 
to retain and spend revenue in excess of the Referendum C cap, which would 
otherwise be refunded to taxpayers as TABOR (Coloradan’s Taxpayers Bill of 
Rights) refunds under current law. Revenue retained under the measure must 
be used to fund reimbursements for the homestead property tax exemption, 
K-12 education, and unspeci�ed programs that support children. It is estimated 
that this would decrease TABOR refunds by 136M in 2026-27 and $969.7M in 
2027-2028 and more in subsequent years. Governor SIGNED. Senate 23/12/0; 
House 42/21/2. Sponsors Sen. Bridges & Kipp; Rep. Bacon & Lukens. Speaker of 
the House SIGNED. CUT Votes NO. If approved by voters, this proposition 
PERMANENTLY increases government expenditure limits and e�ectively GUTS 
the Taxpayer Bill of Rights (TABOR) controls on state government spending. It 
will eliminate TABOR refunds. A part, not all, of this increased spending goes to 
schools – but with no strings attached or measurements as to expected 
increases in student performance. Money not spent on schools just goes to 
increased government spending as the Legislature determines. The primary 
purpose of this bill is to get rid of TABOR limitations on government spending 
and growth.

SB26-137 Measures to Reduce Administrative Burdens
This Act contains measures to reduce administrative burdens and makes 
changes to the mandatory reviewing of each principal department's rules and 
clari�es the Attorney General's scope of authority re litigation discovery. 
PASSED. Senate 35/0/0; House 55/8/2. Sponsors: Reps. Caldwell & Coleman / 
Sens. McCluskie & Simpson. Governor SIGNED. CUT Votes YES. Allowing the 
modi�cation of all State Government department rules and reviewing them 
every 5 years for their impact on the agencies, consumers, and businesses is a 
welcome achievement, which should also improve the adverse regulatory 
ranking of our State. 

SB26-146 Restrict Single-Use Food Serviceware Distribution
The bill expands the ‘Plastic Pollution Reduction Act’ by prohibiting a retail food 
establishment or third-party food delivery service from providing single-use 
food serviceware to a customer unless the customer requests the serviceware 
or con�rms that they want the serviceware when o�ered. The bill speci�es 
certain exceptions. Counties are authorized to impose a civil penalty of up to 
$500 for a second violation and up to $1000 for a third or subsequent violation. 
PASSED. Senate 20/14/1; House 39/25/1. Sponsors; Sen. Cutter / Rep. Froelich. 
Governor VETOED. CUT Votes NO. This bill is a silly annoying interference with 
business practices. It looks like a “gotcha” opportunity for local government to 
charge a �ne for a spoon given with a take-out bowl of soup. Businesses will 
�nd it di�cult to defend against �nes capriciously levied against them. Thank 
you Governor Polis for your Veto.

SB26-155 Increase Access Homeowner’s Insurance Enterprise
This bill creates the Strengthen Colorado Homes Enterprise in the Department 
of Regulatory Agencies to assess a fee on insurers o�ering multiperil 
homeowner's insurance policies and assist homeowners in retro�tting 
residential property against extreme weather events. The enterprise will charge 
a .5% fee on ALL property insurance policies to fund a grant program for 
resilient roo�ng and to analyze insurance risk in high-risk wild�re areas of the 
state. Passed. Senate 23-12-0; House 43-22-0. Sponsors Sens. Mullica & 
Marchman / Reps. McCluskie & Brown. Governor SIGNED. CUT Votes NO. CUT 
strongly opposes this TABOR bypass that will result in $30M in new fees (taxes) 
without a vote of the people and eventual increased insurance costs to all 
property owners – all to �nance grants that bene�t only a few. This is not the 
role of government. Insurance companies can o�er incentives to property 
owners without government involvement.

SB26-172 Concerning a Front Range Passenger Rail District
This bill makes a number of changes to the boundaries and operation of the 
front range passenger rail district for the purpose of eventually providing a rail 
service from Wyoming to New Mexico. PASSED. Senate: 25/10/1; House: 47/16/2. 
Sponsors: Sens. Hinrichsen & Kipp / Reps. Boesenecker & Paschal. Governor 
SIGNED. CUT Votes NO. The Front Range Passenger Rail District was established 
by legislation passed in 2021 to implement an interconnected passenger rail 
system along the I-25 corridor. The District is authorized to seek approval from 
voters to levy taxes, assessments, or bonds to fund the development, 
construction, and operation of the passenger rail system. For decades RTD 
(Regional Transportation District) has been a �nancial drain and strain on all 
Colorado taxpayers. It has never had the ridership to justify its completed 
projects, let alone expand its authority, �nancial oversight (perhaps negligent 
oversight). This rail is similar to California’s infamous “bullet train.” There has 
been and continues to be NO public demand or outcry for this project. This is a 
land grab that will entail a great deal of “eminent domain” from Wyoming to 
New Mexico, some of which is prime agricultural land. Inappropriate use of 
safety clause.

TWO BALLOT QUESTIONS THAT WILL HURT EVERYDAY COLORADANS

VOTE NO ON PROP NN
Proposition NN was referred to the ballot by the State Legislature via SB26-135. 
It is extremely complex and convoluted and should be defeated for these 
reasons alone. We as voters should not approve any measure that we cannot 
clearly understand. Prop NN is ostensibly “for the children,” however it is really 
an end run for the state to keep our TABOR (Taxpayers Bill of Rights) refunds for 
the foreseeable future. Our TABOR refunds are excess tax dollars that the state 
collected from us above a very generous formula of in�ation plus population 
growth. Keeping this overcollection of taxes is really a tax increase on 
individuals and businesses, however the ballot language is disingenuous and 
dishonest and states “without raising taxes.” The �scal note on the bill is 
incomplete. It makes predictions for just two budget years 2026/2027 and 
2027/2028. This does not provide the voter with enough information regarding 
the long-term e�ects on our TABOR refunds and estimates that in budget year 
2027/2028 the state will keep $969.7 million that should be returned to the 
people of Colorado. VOTE NO ON PROP NN.

VOTE NO ON A GRADUATED INCOME TAX
Treating individuals and groups di�erently is antithetical to the American Idea 
that we should be treated equally under the law. A graduated income tax is one 
of the main tenets of Marx and Engels’ Communist Manifesto. Colorado’s current 
income tax rate is a �at 4.4%. Someone who makes $100,000 pays $4,400.00 in 
taxes and someone who makes $1,000,000 pays $44,000.00. This proposal 
would increase the top rate to 8.4% which will cause many businesses, 
employers, and entrepreneurs to leave the state which will ultimately shift the 
tax burden to those left in Colorado. A graduated income tax penalizes 
creativity and innovation and rewards mediocrity and idleness. Democratic 
Socialists accuse individuals and businesses of being greedy because they want 
to keep more of their hard-earned dollars, however we must connect the dots 
that PBIs (Politicians, Bureaucrats, and Interested Parties) are the epitome of 
insatiable greed with proposed higher taxes and e�orts to keep our TABOR 
refunds. VOTE NO ON A GRADUATED INCOME TAX.
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2026 Senate Warrior

2026 Senate Champions

Senator
Lynda Zamora Wilson

(El Paso County)

Senator
Mark Baisley

(Chaffee, Custer, Douglas,
Fremont, Jefferson, Lake,
Park, and Teller Counties)

Senator
John Carson

(Douglas County)
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Representative
Brandi Bradley 

(Douglas County)

 Representative
Larry Suckla

(Delta, Dolores, Gunnison,
Hinsdale, Montezuma

Montrose, Ouray, Weld,
and San Miguel Counties)

2026 House Guardians

Representative
Stephanie Luck

(Cha�ee, Custer, Fremont,
Pueblo, and Teller Counties)

Representative
Ken DeGraaf

(El Paso County)

Representative
Ron Weinberg

(Larimer County)

 

 
Representative
Scott Bottoms

(El Paso County)
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Representative
Scott Slaugh

(Larimer and Weld Counties)

 

Representative
Anthony Hartsook

(Douglas County) 

Representative
Max Brooks

(Douglas County)

Representative
Chris Richardson

(Adams, Arapahoe, Cheyenne,
El Paso, Kit Carson, and

Lincoln Counties)

Representative
Lori Garcia-Sander

(Larimer and Weld Counties)

Representative
Dusty Johnson

(Logan, Morgan, Phillips,
Sedgwick, Washington,

and Yuma Counties)

Representative
Dan Woog

(Boulder and Weld Counties)

Representative
Carlos Barron

(Adams and Weld Counties)

Representative
Rebecca Keltie
(El Paso County)

Representative
Ava Flanell

(El Paso County)

2026 House Guardians

2026 House Warriors



Colorado Union of Taxpayers Rates the 2026 Legislature

14 CUT   •   PO Box 630425   •   Littleton, CO 80163-0425   •   www.coloradotaxpayer.org

CANDIDATE / ELECTED REPRESENTATIVE PLEDGE

I , candidate/Representative for 

hereby pledge to the Citizens of Colorado:

Tabor to honor and uphold the spirit as well as the letter of  TABOR.

New Taxes to oppose any new net tax increase.

Spending Limit t

Tax Surplus to support the refund of surplus taxes to the citizens of Colorado proportional to their contributions.

Prioritize Spending to support prioritizing the budget by shifting spending from lower valued programs to the higher priorities,  

and not fund spending with new net taxes.

Education to support educational alternatives such as parental choice to create competition and improve student results  

at a lower cost.

Privatize t  

less expensive.

Property Rights to defend private property rights from “takings” by government or by regulation.

Payroll Deductions to oppose unauthorized payroll deductions that are used for political purposes.

Petition Rights to support the citizen’s right to petition with rules as non-restrictive as possible.

Signature:  Date:  

Sponsored by:  Colorado Union of Taxpayers, PO Box 630425, Littleton, CO 80163-0425

THE
TAXPAYER’S
VOICE

SINCE
1976

Legislative Phone Numbers
Representatives: (303) 866-2904

Senators: (303) 866-2316
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Is DoneHow This Rating 
Again, this year CUT used the program BillTrack50 which enabled 
us to include all the bills for which CUT took positions. Each week 
of the legislative session CUT positions were sent to all senators, 
representatives, and the governor regarding bills that fell within 
the CUT Pledge and CUT mission. We analyze legislation regarding 
how it a�ects the taxpayer, TABOR (Colorado’s Taxpayers Bill of 
Rights), property rights, and parental rights. We took positions on 
178 of the 714 bills and resolutions that were proposed this 2026 
legislative session. Legislators were rated on their votes for bills 
that went to Third Reading. The Senate and House scorecards 
indicate what percentage they voted with CUT. The Cut board 
selected 30 bills regarding how they a�ect “We the People.” Most 
of these bills increase taxes and fees, coddle special interests, 
and/or increase the growth of government control of citizen’s lives. 
The centerfold shows how each legislator voted on these 30 bills.

The CUT Board of Directors determined that to be identi�ed as a 
Taxpayer Champion, the legislator must score 90% or better. 
Legislators scoring 80% or more are designated as Taxpayer 
Guardians. Legislators with a score of 70% or more are designated 
as Taxpayer Warriors.
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Help CUT Grow!
CUT has published ratings of the 
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CUT
50 Years

The Colorado that I love has disappeared. The Colorado “vibe” has moved on to other 
states. The Colorado that was built by rugged individuals, pursuing their hopes and 
dreams, has been replaced by a Colorado that is dirty, dangerous, and declining. Both 
political parties are responsible for this.

The Colorado Union of Taxpayers (CUT), an all-volunteer group of �fteen individuals, 
does the work to provide the receipts. Every week throughout the legislative session 
we analyzed proposed legislation regarding how it would a�ect the taxpayer, TABOR 
(Colorado’s Taxpayers Bill of Rights), property rights, and parental rights. We took 
positions on 178 of the 714 bills and resolutions that were proposed during the 2026 
legislative session. Even though it seems daunting, the CUT board is pleased that 42 of 
the onerous bills that we took “NO” positions on did not become law this legislative 
session.

Colorado has a $46.8 billion budget. In 2025 the budget was $43.9 billion. To fund this 
budget, money is taken from you, me, our neighbors, and our children. We all agree 
that government has a certain proper role. However, where is all the money going? It 
certainly is not going to our roads and bridges. There are potholes galore in our 
highways, roads, and streets. It is not going to pay our teachers to teach our children 
to read, write, and do arithmetic. Chalkbeat Colorado reported in May 2026 that 9 of 
the 10 grades tested showed that 39% of fourth graders and 37.8% of eighth graders 
met or exceeded state standards on the CMAS math exam. 

Chalkbeat noted this as a slight improvement over last year. However, if 39% of kids 
met or exceeded state standards on basics, that means that 61% did not.
No company in the private sector could stay in business if they are letting 61% of 
their customers down. It is not going to the safety of our communities. Multiple 
reports note that Colorado is in the top ten of most dangerous states to live.

There are two tax items you must be aware of regarding your November 2026 ballot. 
The �rst is Prop NN which was referred to the ballot by the State Legislature. The 
language on Prop NN is vague. Basically, it would gut TABOR (Colorado’s Taxpayers 
Bill of Rights) as the state of Colorado would no longer be required to return to you 
the excess taxes that the state collects from you above a generous formula of 
population plus in�ation growth. Prop NN would fund di�erent education programs 
for ten years.
 
The �scal note estimates that the state would keep $969.7 million of your TABOR 
refunds in year 2027-28. It is unde�ned regarding the TABOR totals for money 
collected in subsequent years. Because of the ambiguity of the ballot language and 
the big TABOR take, Coloradan’s should vote “NO” on Prop NN.

The other ballot question asks for approval of a graduated income tax. This is in the 
signature/petition gathering phase. A graduated/progressive income tax is one of 
the main tenets of Marx and Engels Communist Manifesto. A graduated income tax is 
based on envy and a narrative of “Soak the rich so that they pay their fair share.” 
Ultimately a graduated income penalizes risk takers with new ideas that make our 
lives better, businesses and individuals who create and provide jobs, and individuals 
who have worked hard, saved, and invested wisely. Decline to sign this petition and if 
the question makes it to the ballot, vote “NO.”

In order to reclaim the Colorado that we love we must reduce taxes and fees. We 
must stop government from picking winners and losers through freebies, grants, and 
favorable or unfavorable treatment. We must understand the proper role of 
government and reduce the size and scope of government in our lives. Together, we 
can do this!


