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e -~ Legislative Phone Numbers

TAXPAYER'S

VOICE Representatives: (303) 866-2904
T Senators: (303) 866-2316

CANDIDATE / ELECTED REPRESENTATIVE PLEDGE

, candidate/Representative for

hereby pledge to the Citizens of Colorado:

Tabor to honor and uphold the spirit as well as the letter of TABOR.

New Taxes to oppose any new net tax increase.

Spending Limit to limit government spending to growth of Colorado population and inflation.

Tax Surplus to support the refund of surplus taxes to the citizens of Colorado proportional to their contributions.

Prioritize Spending to support prioritizing the budget by shifting spending from lower valued programs to the higher priorities,

and not fund spending with new net taxes.

Education to support educational alternatives such as parental choice to create competition and improve student results

at a lower cost.

Privatize to support privatization of government departments and functions to make them more efficient and

less expensive.
Property Rights to defend private property rights from “takings” by government or by regulation.
Payroll Deductions to oppose unauthorized payroll deductions that are used for political purposes.

Petition RightS to support the citizen’s right to petition with rules as non-restrictive as possible.

Signature: Date:
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Raise Your Voice! Not Your Taxes. CUT Is Your Short “CUT”
To Knowing What Is Happening At The State Legislature.

JOIN CUT TODAY! Dues are just $25.00 per year.

Online:

www.coloradotaxpayer.org, www.coloradotaxpayer.org/support-cut

OR
Send your $25.00 check, payable to CUT, to P. 0. Box 1976, Lyons, CO 80540
Name(s)
Address Zip
Phone(s) (h) (w)
Email
COLORADO
UNION OF
TAXPAYERS
How Th’S Ratlng Is Done CUT Board of Directors
Again, this year CUT used the program BillTrack50 which enabled Km;r,!\gg;:on
us to include all the bills for which CUT took positions. Each week
of the legislative session, plus the Special Session, CUT positions Rob Knuth
were sent to all senators, representatives, and the governor regard- Vice President
ing p?lls that fell within the CQT Pledge an'd CUT mission. We took Wendy Warner
positions on 263 of the 768 bills or resolutions that were proposed Secretary

during the 2025 legislative and special sessions. Legislators were
rated on their votes regarding bills that were selected for our
weekly legislative positions. The Senate and House scorecards
indicate what percentage they voted with CUT. The CUT board
selected 30 bills which were most egregious to taxpayers by
increasing taxes and fees, coddling special interests, and/or
increasing the growth of government in citizen’s lives. The center-
fold shows how each legislator voted on these 30 bills.

The CUT Board of Directors ruled that to be identified as a Taxpayer
Champion, the legislator must score 90% or better. Legislators
scoring 80% or more are designated as Taxpayer Guardians.
Legislators with a score of 70% or more are designated as Taxpayer
Warriors.

Bill Hammel
Treasurer & Rating Statistician
Marty Nielson
Assistant Treasurer
Paula Beard
Ray Beard
Steve Dorman
Dave Evans
Greg Golyansky
Russ Haas
Mary Janssen
Ramey Johnson
John Nelson
Cory Ohnesorge
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CUT

49 Years

Colorado Union of Taxpayers
The Taxpayers’ Voice Since 1976
PO Box 1976
Lyons, CO 80540

www.coloradotaxpayer.org

Help CUT Grow!

CUT has published ratings of the
Colorado Legislature since 1977
- 48 years of ratings. Join us and
help make a difference for you,
your family, your community, and
Colorado.

2025 CUT Ratings from the Colorado Union of Taxpayers

From CUT President Kim Monson

The Colorado that we love has become dirty, dangerous,
and dysfunctional. Many of our highways and byways are
littered with trash. Colorado drivers are honing new driving
skills to avoid tire-blowing potholes and teeth jiggling road
ruts. The Hill recently reported that Denver is in the top ten
cities in America with the highest crime rates. The
dysfunction of the 2025 Colorado State Legislature and
Governor Polis to not address an almost $1 billion budget

Kim Monson
President, Colorado

Union of Taxpayers  (,|,radans in a special session is irresponsible.

The Colorado Union of Taxpayers (CUT) is an all-volunteer group that is standing
for your economic freedom. Maggie Thatcher famously said that you cannot have
political freedom unless you have economic liberty. Politicians, Bureaucrats, and

Interested Parties (PBIs), from both sides of the aisle, devise legislation, ordinances,

rules, regulations, zoning, taxes, and fees etc. to take more of our hard-earned
money, our property, and to expand government and government programs.
There is a proper role of government, however Governor Polis, the Colorado State
Legislature, many local jurisdictions, counties, school districts, and special districts
are operating way beyond government's proper role.

The Colorado Union of Taxpayers took positions on 273 of the 768 bills and
resolutions that were proposed during the 2025 Colorado legislative and special
session. Most of the 768 bills and resolutions proposed were multiple pages long
and most were written by staff or interested parties pushing a certain agenda. This
is antithetical to representative government. And it is irresponsible. There is no
way that electeds have time to read, analyze, and contemplate the far-reaching
effects of proposed legislation. It is egregious that electeds then vote to put into
law, legislation that they have not read. James Madison wrote in Federalist 62, “It
will be of little avail to the people that the laws are made by men of their own

choice if the laws be so voluminous that they cannot be read, or so incoherent that

cannot be understood...”

shortfall in the regular sessions and then pick the pockets of

The Colorado Union of Taxpayers pledges to honor and uphold the spirit as well as
the letter of TABOR (Colorado'’s Taxpayers Bill of Rights). TABOR is an amendment
to the Colorado Constitution approved by voters in 1992. TABOR is basically about
good manners. TABOR asks three things: 1) if PBIs want to raise our taxes, they just
have to ask us and we vote on it, 2) if PBI's want to incur debt that we have to pay
off, they just have to ask us and we vote on it, and 3) if PBIs collect and want to
keep more of our money above a very generous formula of population plus
inflation, they just have to ask us and we vote on it.

Ballot questions that we vote on, can make it to your ballot three different ways.
They can be referred by the legislature (referred measure), by petition with citizen
signatures (initiative), or referendum.

In April of 2025, Governor Polis signed a $43.9 billion budget which was a $3.6
billion increase over the 2024 budget. A special session was called in August to
address a nearly $1 billion shortfall. Instead of cutting spending, the legislature
picked the pockets of Coloradans by moving money around, selling future tax
credits to businesses, and raiding the unclaimed property fund. The legislature
gave the governor the authority to cut spending (which is the legislature’s
responsibility) and reports indicated that Governor Polis cut only $252 million in
spending of the nearly $1 billion budget deficit. Our roads and highways are in
disrepair. Over half of our kids are not proficient in reading and math. Crime is
rampant. Where is over $43 billion going?

The taxpayers of Colorado deserve better. We deserve a legislature that reads,
debates, and understands all legislation proposed and passed. We deserve a
legislature and governor that thinks about the consequences of each piece of
legislation proposed and passed. The taxpayers of Colorado deserve elected
representatives who represent us, not special interest idealogue agendas. The
taxpayers of Colorado deserve elected representatives who keep government in
its proper role so that each individual is free to pursue their hopes, their dreams,
and their happiness.

Yours for liberty and human flourishing!

Q(lm Plponson



